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What’s New at the Presidio? 
Presidio Trust Announces Free Events for Fall 2018 

 
Presidio of San Francisco (August 15, 2018) – Swing into fall at the Presidio, where a new season of 
tours and programs illuminates the Presidio’s nature, history, art, archaeology, food and culture, both 
outdoors and inside the historic Presidio Officers’ Club. Free exhibitions in the Presidio Officers’ Club 
museum galleries and the Visitor Center display the park’s rich past and orient visitors to current 
amenities and activities. The seasonal change brings a different experience of the national park’s stars, 
plants and wildlife. As the summer fog lifts, recreational opportunities abound on the Presidio’s green 
spaces, trails, beaches, golf course, and also indoors with activities like bowling, trampoline jumping, 
rock climbing, yoga and more. Welcoming all visitors, The Presidio Trust announces a fresh slate of free 
public programs for all ages, running from September through December, 2018. The following are event 
highlights, followed by a chronological schedule of all events. 
 
Outdoor Fun for All Ages 
The Presidio is one of the most biologically diverse national parks in the country, home to native 
wildflowers, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, insects, and 323 species of birds. This fall our naturalists 
lead Guided Nature Walks introducing visitors to wild areas around the park from the coastal bluffs to 
the hidden wetlands. In addition, our docents lead Art Walks, History Walks and shuttle Bus Tours, 
leaving from the Visitor Center. 
 
The Presidio Stargazing Party with the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers lets families look at the 
moon and stars through giant telescopes on the Main Parade Ground September 20 and December 15. 
The season also includes Family-Friendly Bike Rides, a Film Night featuring The Lorax, and more. 
 
The Walt Disney Family Museum and the Presidio Trust present The Big Draw, the world’s largest 
drawing festival with over 1,000 expected citizen artists, on October 13. The annual event celebrates 
Walt Disney’s contributions to the world of art and drawing—this year, activities spread out on the 
Presidio’s Main Parade Ground as well as inside the museum. The much anticipated annual Holiday 
Lights, the Presidio’s Traditional Tree-Lighting Ceremony, wraps up the season on December 7. 
 
History and Culture at the Presidio Officers’ Club 
The Presidio Officers’ Club, San Francisco's most historic building, is home to the Presidio's 
museum with permanent and temporary exhibitions tracing the Presidio's past, a sculpture by 
artist Andy Goldsworthy, free live performances and talks, and tours of the historic 
building. This gathering spot features a cozy fireplace and Arguello, a Mexican restaurant by award-
winning chef Traci Des Jardins. 
 

http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/
https://presidiotrust.sharepoint.com/sites/programs/marcomm/Shared%20Documents/Media%20Relations/Seasonal%20Campaigns/Fall%202018/waltdisney.org/the-big-draw
https://www.presidio.gov/officers-club
https://www.presidio.gov/officers-club


Inside the Presidio Officers’ Club Heritage Gallery, the Presidio’s most popular special exhibition to 
date, EXCLUSION: The Presidio’s Role in World War II Japanese American Incarceration, has been 
extended through spring of 2019. The exhibition invites visitors to investigate the choices – both 
personal and political – that led to this dark chapter in American history. Visitors can share their 
own thoughts on the themes of racial profiling and injustice at the Your Voice Matters feature. 
Cultural programming at the Officers’ Club dives deep into themes relative to the Presidio’s past and 
present. This Halloween, favorite musical storyteller Jill Tracy returns to lead a Lantern Walk: In the 
Footsteps of Spirits, a night walk to haunted Presidio spots, followed by a piano concert inspired by 
those same ghostly tales—part of her acclaimed Sonic Séance series (October 25-27). Veterans 
Day spins back the clock to a USO-Style Dance at the Officers’ Club in its World War II 
heyday. The historic dance floor will swing with the 1940s rhythms of The Royal Society Jazz 
Orchestra, and military/vintage dress is encouraged for the costume contest (November 3).  
 
In October, the Presidio offers several free events commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Presidio 
27: “Mutiny” at the Stockade. On October 14, 1968, 27 prisoners in the Presidio Stockade staged a 
peaceful sit-down protest to call attention to the treatment of fellow prisoners and the conditions 
inside. Just days before, a guard had shot and killed a prisoner, and GIs had taken to the streets of San 
Francisco in massive anti-war demonstrations. For staging this peaceful protest, the Army tried the 27 
for mutiny, the most serious military offense. A panel discussion with several of the original 27 
prisoners, their lawyers, and other distinguished guests plus a visit to the historic stockade will 
help explore the events that shocked the Army and the nation - all in the place where it happened, with 
the people who took part. 
 
Park-goers can talk with archaeologists at work at the Presidio’s live dig where experts are excavating 
the original Spanish Colonial fort El Presidio de San Francisco on Fridays and Saturdays through October 
20 just outside the Officers’ Club. Archaeology Lab Tours and Open Lab Hours take place each 
Wednesday, and the Archaeology Lab Gallery features a display of Presidio artifacts, with extended 
drop-in hours Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. Everyone is an archaeologist for a day 
at International Archaeology Day, October 20, a family event that allows visitors to make their own 
discoveries and learn about the layered history of this special place. 
 
Food + Entertainment 
Presidio Picnic, co-sponsored by Presidio Trust and Off the Grid, runs every Sunday on the Main Parade 
Ground through October 21, featuring lawn games, free yoga, Zumba with Gigi Hill-Hopkins of the 
Bayview Y, and international cuisine from mobile food vendors. As part of this season’s monthly Cultural 
Dance Series, Travel Backyard performs classical and folk dances from India on September 23, 
and Manuia Polynesian Revue demonstrates Polynesian cultural dance from Hawai'i, Tahiti, 
New Zealand, Tonga, and Samoa, on October 14. Free Presidio Y Bike lessons for the kids happen 
September 2, and October 7 adds a free helmet give away. Presidio Twilight runs on Thursdays evenings 
through September 20, complete with fire pits, cabanas, and live music. The Presidio’s restaurants 
Arguello, Transit Café and The Commissary, serve up seasonal specials and a range of fresh options.  
 
FREE Shakespeare in the Park returns with performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream on the 
Presidio’s Civil War Parade Lawn (September 1-3, 8-9 at 2 pm). The play is for all ages—bring a picnic 
and a blanket to enjoy the park setting.   
 
 

http://www.presidio.gov/exclusion
https://www.archaeological.org/archaeologyday/about
https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-picnic
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Attention Calendar Editors  
Although our events are free, we advise visitors to register via the web links as space is limited. Please 
check our website for the most up-to-date listings at www.presidio.gov/events. Tel. 415-561-4323.  
 

ONGOING FALL EVENTS  
Presidio Visitor Center  
Open 7 days a week, from 10 am to 5 pm  
210 Lincoln Blvd., on the Presidio’s Main Post, San Francisco  
Tel: 415-561-4323  
Visit what was once a former jail house, and is now the welcoming spot for all Presidio visitors. View 
displays on the park’s history and nature, learn about the day’s activities, get advice from expert multi-
lingual staff, pick up a map or a self-guide, or purchase what you may need to set off on your Presidio 
adventures.   
Link: http://www.presidio.gov/places/presidio-visitor-center   
  
Presidio Officers' Club  
Open Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm - Closed Mondays  
50 Moraga Avenue, on the Presidio’s Main Post, San Francisco  
Tel: 415-561-4323  
San Francisco's most historic building is now home to the Presidio's museum and other permanent 
exhibitions tracing the Presidio's past and present, an installation by artist Andy Goldsworthy, free live 
performances and talks, history tours, and school field trips. It's also a wonderful place to gather, 
featuring Arguello, a Mexican restaurant by award-winning chef Traci Des Jardins, as well as special 
event venues.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/officers-club/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions  
  
Event: EXCLUSION: The Presidio’s Role in World War II Japanese American Incarceration   
Date: Exhibition runs through spring 2018, Tuesday to Sundays, 10 am – 5 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
During World War II, the Presidio of San Francisco – the Army’s Western Defense Command – played a 
pivotal role in the unjust incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans, purportedly in the name 
of national security. This special exhibition invites visitors to investigate the choices – both personal and 
political – that led to this dark chapter in American history, and to reflect on what we have learned that 
helps us to address present-day issues of mass incarceration, immigration reform, and racial profiling.  
In developing EXCLUSION, the Presidio Trust collaborated with the Fred T. Korematsu Institute and the 
National Japanese American Historical Society, both located in the Presidio.  
Link: www.presidio.gov/exclusion     
  
Event: Presidio Picnic  
Date: Sundays through October 21  
Time: 11 am to 4 pm  
Place: Main Parade Ground, the Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: 415-561-4323   
Price: Entrance is free, food available for purchase  
San Francisco’s favorite family picnic, Presidio Picnic, continues on the Main Post every Sunday through 
October 21, blending the national park setting with the cuisine reflective of the diverse Bay Area 

http://www.presidio.gov/events
http://www.presidio.gov/places/presidio-visitor-center
http://www.presidio.gov/exclusion


cultures. This season, Picnic offers a Cultural Dance Series with performances one Sunday of the 
month. Co-sponsored by the Presidio Trust and Off the Grid.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/presidio-picnic   
https://offthegrid.com/event/presidio-picnic   
  
Event: Presidio Twilight   
Date: Every Thursday through September 20   
Time: 5 pm to 9 pm   
Place: Main Parade Ground, the Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Celebrate summer evenings with lantern-lit dining cabanas, gourmet food trucks, fire pits, live music, 
and views of the sun setting over San Francisco Bay. The last event of the season on September 
20 features Stargazing with the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers on the Main Parade Ground.   
Link: http://www.presidio.gov/blog/presidio-twilight-is-back   
  
Event: Guided Tours in the Presidio   
Date: Various   
Time: Various   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Come learn about the rich history, art, and natural environment of the Presidio! Expert docents and staff 
lead free guided walks and tours through the park all throughout the year. Areas of interest include the 
Presidio Officers’ Club, Buffalo Soldiers, Army nurses, the Archaeology Lab, and live Archaeology Dig, 
Presidio Experience Tours (shuttle bus), Art Works by Andy Goldsworthy, Open Space Areas, History of 
the Main Post and more! Most leave from either the Presidio Visitor Center or the Officers’ Club, check 
the website for times, dates and locations.   
Link:  https://www.presidio.gov/events   
  
Event: Archaeology at the Presidio  
Live Archaeology Dig, Fridays and Saturdays, 10 am – 2 pm, through October 20  
Archaeology Lab Tours, every Wednesday at 1 pm   
Open Archaeology Lab, every Wednesday, 2 to 4 pm  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Witness archaeology in action! Presidio archaeologists are working on a long-term research project to 
excavate El Presidio de San Francisco, the Spanish-colonial site buried just below the ground in front 
of the Presidio Officers’ Club. Stop by the dig and the lab to check out their recent discoveries and ask 
questions. Learn about archaeology at the Presidio by checking our rotating exhibit of artifacts found 
right here in this national park at the Archaeology Lab Gallery. You may see the latest objects excavated 
from our current archaeological dig on the Main Post or see highlights from our vast collection. Dishes 
from the original Spanish fort, letters from home left behind in an attic by a soldier, toys from one of the 
children who called the Presidio home.   
Link: http://www.presidio.gov/events  
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September Events  
  

Event: Shakespeare in the Park: A Midsummer Night’s Dream   
Date: September 1 (Preview); 2-3; 8-9  
Time: 2:00 p.m.   
Place: Civil War Parade Lawn, Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
The SF Shakespeare Festival presents free performances of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Follow the misadventures of four young lovers, a group of aspiring actors, and a team of mischievous 
fairies as they all enter the woods on a summer night. The play is for all ages—bring a picnic and a 
blanket to enjoy the park setting.  
Link: http://www.sfshakes.org/programs/free-shakespeare-in-the-park  
  
Event: Y Bike Learn to Ride Program  
Date: Saturday, September 2   
Time: 11 am to 2 pm   
Place: Presidio Main Post, Corner of Anza and Owen  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Get your kids riding on two wheels with free, safe, and friendly instruction from the Presidio Community 
Y. Bikes and equipment are provided. All ages are welcome; no reservations required. Co-sponsored by 
the Presidio Trust.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/ybike-learn-to-ride-program-2018-09-2  
  
Event: Presidio Family-Friendly Bike Ride   
Date: Saturday, September 8   
Time: 10 am to 11:30 am   
Place: Presidio Visitor Center, 210 Lincoln Blvd., San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Join a Park Ranger and Presidio Trust guide for a gentle 4-mile bike ride. Roll through the history and 
nature of the Presidio at a family-friendly pace that’s fun for all! Rent a bike from Sports Basement or 
bring your own. Registration is required as well as a bike helmet. Appropriate for ages 8 and up.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-family-friendly-bike-ride-2018-09-8  
  
Event: Presidio Explorapalooza  
Date: Saturday, September 8   
Time: Drop in 10 am to 1:00 pm   
Place: Presidio Visitor Center, 210 Lincoln Blvd., San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Choose from a menu of self-guided outdoor adventures (appropriate for ages 7 to adult) that invite you 
to discover hidden special places in the park. From challenging quests and geocaching to Explorer 
Backpacks and scavenger hunts, park staff will welcome and orient you on your adventure of choice.   
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/fall-family-fun-presidio-explorapalooza  
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Event: Food, Fiber and Fun – Climate Challenge Solutions   
Date: Wednesday, September 12   
Time: 5:30 pm to 8 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Learn from local entrepreneurs and thought leaders employing innovative solutions to climate 
challenges during the Global Climate Summit week in San Francisco. Visionaries from The Perennial 
restaurant, Pepperwood Preserve, Fibershed, the Straus Family Creamery, and more will share their 
regenerative agriculture and business practices that showcase ways forward for California and beyond.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/food-fiber-and-fun-climate-challenge-solutions  
 
Event: Presidio Book Club: Christian G. Appy, American Reckoning: The Vietnam War and Our National 
Identity (Viking Penguin, 2015)  
Date: Saturday, September 15  
Time: 1 pm to 3 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
The traditional book club has been reimagined as an inclusive public program that anyone can take part 
in, whether or not they’ve read the book. Explore the Vietnam War’s conflicting lessons and legacies 
from a variety of perspectives -- the ways it changed our national self-perception; its myths and realities; 
its impact on popular culture and foreign policy; and how it continues to influence our role in the world 
today. Check the website for location.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-book-club-american-reckoning-the-vietnam-war-and-
our-national-identity 
  
Event: Volunteer at California Coastal Cleanup Day    
Date: Saturday, September 15   
Time: 9 am to noon  
Place: Stilwell Hall, 650 Mason St., San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323    
Price: Free   
California Coastal Cleanup Day is a statewide effort to come together to keep our parks, neighborhoods, 
waterways and shorelines clean, safe, and healthy for everyone! Join us in the Presidio for this big, 
annual, volunteer tradition, co-sponsored by the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, the Presidio 
Trust, and the National Park Service. All ages welcome. This event takes place rain or shine. Space is 
limited and registration is required.   
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/volunteer-at-california-coastal-cleanup-day   
  
Event: Stargazing at Presidio Twilight   
Date: Thursday, September 20   
Time: 5 pm to 9 pm   
Place: Main Parade Ground, the Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Celebrate summer evenings with lantern-lit dining cabanas, gourmet food trucks, fire pits, live music, 
and views of the sun setting over San Francisco Bay. Enjoy the last event of the season on September 

https://www.climatesolutionsgroup.org/
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20 by stargazing with the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers on the Main Parade Ground. The SFAA 
brings telescopes and amateur astronomers to guide you, unveiling some of the night sky’s most 
interesting astronomical beauties. Visit www.timeanddate.com/sun/usa/san-francisco to gauge the start 
time. Stargazing events are dependent on visibility; check www.sfaa-astronomy.org at 4 pm on the day 
of the event to confirm the event is occurring  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-stargazing-party  
  
Event: Travel Backyard Dance Group at Presidio Picnic  
Date: Sunday, September 23  
Time: 11 am to 4 pm; performances at 12 noon and 2 pm  
Place: Main Parade Ground, The Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: 415-561-4323    
Price: Entrance is free, food available for purchase   
San Francisco’s favorite family picnic, Presidio Picnic, returns to the Main Post with the ultimate Sunday 
spread: blending the national park setting with the cuisine reflective of the diverse Bay Area cultures. 
This season, Picnic introduces a Cultural Dance Series performance one Sunday of the month. This 
September, learn how to dance in the Bollywood, Kathak, Bharatnatyam and Marathi folk style with 
Silicon Valley’s Indian dance group Travel Backyard. Kid’s games and free Zumba and yoga are on the 
menu. Presidio Picnic is presented by the Presidio Trust in a partnership with Off the Grid.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/presidio-picnic   
https://offthegrid.com/event/presidio-picnic   
  
Event: Coastal Bluffs Tour: The Wildest Wilds of the Presidio  
Date: Saturday, September 29  
Time: 10:30 am to Noon  
Place: Fort Scott, 1216 Ralston Ave., San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Take a closer look at the fascinating world along the Presidio’s Coastal Bluffs, an extraordinary trail of 
wooden staircases and bridges. Learn about how the bluffs’ ecology has been shaped by the interface of 
land and sea and the dynamic forces of sun, wind, sand, and salt. Approx. one mile walk on stairs and 
unpaved trails.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/the-wildest-wilds-of-the-presidio-the-coastal-bluffs  
  

October  
  
 
Event: Y Bike Learn to Ride Program   
Date: Saturday, October 7   
Time: 11 am to 2 pm   
Place: Presidio Main Post, Corner of Anza and Owen  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Get your kids riding on two wheels with free, safe, and friendly instruction from the Presidio Community 
Y. Bikes and equipment are provided. All ages are welcome; no reservations required. Co-sponsored by 
the Presidio Trust.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/ybike-learn-to-ride-program-2018-10-7  
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Event: Presidio Family-Friendly Bike Ride   
Date: Saturday, October 13   
Time: 10 am to 11:30 am   
Place: Presidio Visitor Center, 210 Lincoln Blvd., San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Join a Park Ranger and Presidio Trust guide for a gentle 4-mile bike ride. Roll through the history and 
nature of the Presidio at a family-friendly pace that’s fun for all! Rent a bike from Sports Basement or 
bring your own. Registration is required as well as a bike helmet. Appropriate for ages 8 and up.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-family-friendly-bike-ride-2018-10-13  
   
Event: The Big Draw at the Walt Disney Family Museum  
Date: Saturday, October 13   
Time: 11 am to 4 pm  
Place: The Walt Disney Family Museum, 104 Montgomery Street, Presidio’s Main Post, San Francisco  
Price: FREE museum and special exhibition admission for youth 17 and under.  
Join us for the world’s largest drawing festival! This family event celebrates Walt Disney’s contributions 
to the world of art and drawing with activities throughout the museum and the Presidio’s Main Post. 
Enjoy playful drawing sessions and themed tours through the galleries to learn how Walt incorporated 
play in his work. All ages are welcome to participate, observe, and enjoy drawing and storytelling. 
Presented in partnership with The Walt Disney Family Museum. More at www.waltdisney.org.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/big-draw-play-at-the-walt-disney-family-museum  
  
Event: Presidio 27 Panel Discussion: “Mutiny” at the Stockade  
Date: Saturday, October 13   
Time: 7 pm to 9 pm  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Price: FREE   
On October 14, 1968, 50 years ago, 27 prisoners in the Presidio Stockade staged a peaceful sit-down 
protest to call attention to the treatment of fellow prisoners and the conditions inside, and for that 
action were tried for mutiny. Deepen your understanding of the Presidio 27 through rare film clips and a 
panel discussion, followed by audience Q&A. Featuring several of the original 27 prisoners, their 
lawyers, and other distinguished guests.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-27-panel-discussion-mutiny-at-the-stockade  
  
Event: Presidio 27 On Site: “Mutiny” at the Stockade  
Date: Sunday, October 14   
Time: 1 pm to 3 pm  
Place: Fort Scott Stockade, 1213 Ralston Ave., the Presidio of San Francisco  
Price: FREE   
On October 14, 1968, 50 years ago, 27 inmates in the Presidio Stockade staged a peaceful sit-down 
protest to call attention to the treatment of fellow prisoners and the conditions inside, and for that 
action were tried for mutiny. On the 50th anniversary of the event, immerse yourself in the experience 
of the Presidio 27 in the place where the incident occurred. Listen to the voices of participants, hear 
their stories, and learn about their relevance today.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-27-on-site-mutiny-at-the-stockade  
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Event: Manuia Polynesian Revue at Presidio Picnic  
Date: Sunday, October 14  
Time: 11 am to 4 pm; performances at 12 noon and 2 pm  
Place: Main Parade Ground, The Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: 415-561-4323    
Price: Entrance is free, food available for purchase   
San Francisco’s favorite family picnic, Presidio Picnic, returns to the Main Post with the ultimate Sunday 
spread: blending the national park setting with the cuisine reflective of the diverse Bay Area cultures. 
This season, Picnic celebrates a different cultural heritage each month, with international cuisine every 
Sunday, and ethnic dance entertainment one Sunday of the month. Manuia Polynesian 
Revue performs Polynesian Island dances from Hawaii, Tahiti, Samoa, Tonga, Maori (New Zealand) and 
Fiji set to live Polynesian music and drumming, and accented by vibrant traditional costume on October 
14. Presidio Picnic is presented by the Presidio Trust in a partnership with Off the Grid.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/presidio-picnic   
https://offthegrid.com/event/presidio-picnic   
  
Event: Concert: A La Mar (To the Sea)   
Date: Thursday, October 18   
Time: 7 to 8:30 pm  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Price: Free  
Experience the powerful musical traditions that stretch back to the founding of El Presidio de San 
Francisco in 1776. Mexican roots group Los Cenzontles (The Mockingbirds) joins forces with early music 
violinist Shira Kammen for a hauntingly evocative concert that resurrects the early marriage of European 
music and the mixed roots of traditional Mexican music.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/concert-a-la-mar-to-the-sea  
  
Event: International Archaeology Day   
Date: Saturday, October 20   
Time: 10 am to 2 pm  
Place: Archaeology Field Station across from the Presidio Officers' Club, 50 Moraga Ave, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
Bring your family to the Presidio of San Francisco to learn about the layered history of this special place! 
There will be guided tours of the live archaeology dig site of El Presidio and the Presidio Archaeology Lab 
at 11 am and 1 pm.Other activities include: exploring the Presidio Officers’ Club, learning from 
archaeologists working in the field, making adobe bricks, and other crafts and family fun both indoors 
and out.  
Links: https://www.presidio.gov/events/international-archaeology-day  
  
Event: Presidio Book Club: David Cortright, Soldiers in Revolt: GI Resistance During the Vietnam 
War (Haymarket Books, 1975 & 2005)  
Date: Saturday, October 20  
Time: 1 pm to 3 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
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The traditional book club has been reimagined as an inclusive public program that anyone can take part 
in, whether or not they’ve read the book. This month marks the 50th anniversary of the Presidio 27 – the 
27 inmates of the Presidio Stockade who were charged with mutiny, the most serious military offense, 
for peaceful protest during the Vietnam War. Understand the larger context of GI resistance through 
this classic work. Dive even deeper into this history with our Presidio 27 Signature Events on October 
13th and 14th. Check the website for location.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-book-club-soldiers-in-revolt-gi-resistance-during-the-
vietnam-war  
  
Event: Lantern Walk: In the Footsteps of Spirits with Jill Tracy  
Dates and Times: Thursday, October 25,   
Friday, October 26  
Saturday, October 27  
Time 7 pm – 9:15 pm  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Space is limited / Tours depart at 7 pm sharp / No latecomers  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
Mingle by lantern light with legendary spirits as musical storyteller Jill Tracy leads you on a nighttime 
stroll to some of the most fascinating and (purportedly) haunted spots in the Presidio. The night 
concludes with an intimate piano concert of music inspired by these very tales. Dress for walking and 
the weather.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/lantern-walk-in-the-footsteps-of-spirits  
  
Event: Nature Walk: Hidden Wetlands of the Presidio  
Date: Saturday, October 27  
Time: 10:30 am to Noon  
Place:  Presidio Visitors Center, 210 Lincoln Blvd., San Francisco 
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Take a guided walk to some of the Presidio’s hidden wetlands and learn about its unique flora, fauna, 
and ecology. We may hear the croaks of the Pacific Chorus Frog, the screech of the Red-tailed Hawk, and 
other live performances from the ancient soundtrack of the park’s world. Approx. one mile walk on 
stairs and unpaved trails.   
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/hidden-wetlands-of-the-presidio 
 
  

November  
  
Event: Film and Talk: Black Jack Pershing: Love and War  
Dates: Thursday, November 1  
Time: 7 pm to 9 pm  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
This award-winning documentary tells the story of General John J. Pershing, who in World War I rose to 
be his nation’s highest-ranking military officer, and the life-changing tragedy he experienced while a 
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commander at the Presidio. Post-screening Q&A with producer Barney McCoy and Presidio Trust 
Historian Dr. Barbara Berglund Sokolov, who is featured in the film.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/film-talk-black-jack-pershing-love-and-war  
  
Event: Movie Night in the Park Featuring: The Lorax  
Dates: Friday, November 2  
Time: 5:30 pm pre-events; 7 pm film  
Place: Presidio Community YMCA, 63 Funston Street, Presidio of San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
Bring a blanket or cushion and enjoy a free family movie night! Sponsored by Supervisor Catherine 
Stefani, in partnership with the Presidio Trust and the Presidio Y. Food trucks, Bubbles, Face Painting 
5:30 pm; cartoon Shorts 6:30pm, Film at 7pm  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/movie-night-in-the-park-featuring-the-lorax  
  
Event: Veterans Day USO-Style Dance  
Dates: Saturday, November 3   
Time: 7 pm to 10 pm (doors open at 6:15 pm, no early admittance)  
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
Travel back in time to a USO-style dance at the Officers’ Club in its World War II heyday! Light up our 
historic dance floor as you swing to the 1940s rhythms of The Royal Society Jazz Orchestra, and enjoy 
classic cocktails available for purchase. Military/vintage dress encouraged – and compete in our costume 
contest!  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/veterans-day-uso-style-dance-at-the-presidio-officers-club  
 
Event: Music and Talk: Presidio Bands “Over There”  
Dates: Thursday, November 15   
Time: 7 pm to 8:30 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323  
Price: Free  
Commemorating the 100th anniversary of Armistice Day, this presentation by CW2 (CA) James Lamb and 
the California State Military Reserve Band honors the four regiments the Presidio sent for duty “over 
there” in WWI. The evening blends narrative, images, and video with live performances of the music 
that was important to each regiment.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/music-talk-presidio-bands-over-there  
  
Event: Presidio Book Club: Marc Reisner, Cadillac Desert: The American West and its Disappearing 
Water (Viking Penguin, revised and updated edition, 1986, 1993 & 2017)  
Date: Saturday, November 17  
Time: 1 pm to 3 pm   
Place: Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue, San Francisco   
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
The traditional book club has been reimagined as an inclusive public program that anyone can take part 
in, whether or not they’ve read the book. Access to water, the precious resource essential to life, has 
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shaped the American West. Past and present, this story encompasses rivers diverted and dammed, 
political corruption and intrigue, battles over water rights, competing federal agencies, ecological and 
economic disasters, and changing environmental values. Learn how the Presidio’s water stories connect 
with this larger history here and through our water-related walks and programs this fall. Check the 
website for location.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-book-club-cadillac-desert-the-american-west-and-its-
disappearing-water   
  
Event: Nature Walk: Ecology of Tennessee Hollow Watershed  
Date: Saturday, November 24  
Time: 10:30 am to Noon  
Place: The Presidio Officer’s Club, 50 Moraga Ave, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Come meander along the course of the Tennessee Hollow Watershed’s main creek from the bay to the 
headwaters with the Presidio Trust’s Wildlife Ecologist Jonathan Young. Learn about the different 
habitats this creek runs through and hear interesting stories of the diverse types of plants and animals 
that depend on this flowing stream.   
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/ecology-of-tennessee-hollow-watershed 
 

December 
 
Event: Third Annual Monarch Butterfly Walk    
Date: Saturday, December 1   
Time: 10:30 am – Noon  
Place: Rob Hill Campground, 1475 Central Magazine Rd., San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Learn about the monarch butterfly and the role the Presidio plays in its amazing migration. Led by 
Wildlife Ecologist Jonathan Young and Field Education Specialist Rebekah Berkov of the Presidio Trust, 
and Mia Monroe, National Park Service park ranger and Xerces Society volunteer. One mile walk 
roundtrip on trails, slight uphill and downhill grades.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/monarch-butterflies 
 
Event: Holiday Lights: The Presidio’s Traditional Tree-Lighting Ceremony  
Date: Friday, December 7   
Time: 5:30 pm to 7 pm   
Place: Main Post, across from Presidio Community Y (corner of Lincoln and Funston)  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
Light the tree and sing holiday classics along with the Golden Gate Carolers. Light refreshments and kids 
activities will follow in the Presidio Community Y gymnasium. After the tree lighting, don’t miss the 
lantern-lit evening forest walk at 6 pm. Partners include the Presidio Y, National Park Service, US Park 
Police, SF Fire Department, Presidio Residences, and Art Seed. Please RSVP.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/holiday-lights-the-presidios-traditional-tree-lighting-ceremony  
  
Event: Stargazing at the Presidio  
Date: Saturday, December 15   
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Time: 5 pm to 9 pm   
Place: Main Parade Ground, the Presidio, San Francisco  
Phone: (415) 561-4323   
Price: Free   
 Enjoy the winter sky by stargazing with the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers on the Main Parade 
Ground. The SFAA brings telescopes and amateur astronomers to guide you, unveiling some of the night 
sky’s most interesting astronomical beauties. Visit www.timeanddate.com/sun/usa/san-francisco to 
gauge the start time. Stargazing events are dependent on visibility; check www.sfaa-astronomy.org at 4 
pm on the day of the event to confirm the event is occurring.  
Link: https://www.presidio.gov/events/presidio-stargazing-party-2018-12-15 
 
 
The Presidio Trust is an innovative federal agency created to save the Presidio and employ a partnership 
approach to transform it into a new kind of national park. Founded by Spain in 1776 as El Presidio de San 
Francisco, the Presidio served as a legendary U.S. Army post from 1846 to 1994. Spanning 1,500 acres in 
a spectacular setting at the Golden Gate, the Presidio now operates without federal appropriations, is 
home to a community of residents and commercial tenants, and offers unique recreation, hospitality, 
and educational opportunities to people throughout the San Francisco Bay Area and the world. To learn 
more please visit www.presidio.gov.  
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