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April 3, 2013 
 
Mr. George Lucas 
P.O. Box 2009 
San Rafael, CA 94912-2009 
 
Dear George, 
 
What a pleasure to read over your proposal for the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum and 
find so many reasons to support it. I write this wearing at least three hats: as 
Director of Exhibits at the Exploratorium, as someone who worked in the Presidio 
for 8 years, and more personally, as the grandson of Norman Rockwell, whose work 
is so well represented in your collection.   
 
As a museum professional, I am intrigued by the vision for a cultural institution that 
celebrates the art, culture, and craft of popular visual storytelling. What could be 
more basic to human experience than telling stories with pictures? With the arrival 
of the mass reproduction of images, America’s visual culture was transformed, first 
through illustrations and photography and then through moving pictures. What a 
great addition to the Bay Area to have a museum dedicated to the leading exemplars 
of these popular visual narratives. At the Exploratorium, we make exhibits about 
human perception, ranging from visual depth perception, to the emotional 
responses sparked by different facial expressions. These same elements are at play 
in the faces and landscapes that make the work in your collection so meaningful to 
generations of Americans. Not only do I support the vision for the Lucas Cultural 
Arts Museum, but I would also welcome the opportunity for the Exploratorium to 
partner with such a museum to reveal the perceptual, emotional, cultural and 
technological aspects of seeing and making visual stories.  
 
Until recently, I worked in the Presidio. The Exploratorium’s public museum was in 
the Palace of Fine Arts, but many of our offices were in Presidio Buildings. Not only 
did I take the “PresidiGo” shuttle to work every day and walk down through the 
Letterman Center campus, I would also take daily walks down Crissy Field and enjoy 
the mix of people and nature that make it such a remarkable location. I imagine that 
the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum would draw a rich mix of different visitors to the 
area: people of all ages and from all over the country, who could revisit popular 
images that shaped their childhood. In general, museums help enhance the public 
vitality of any neighborhood. But your collection’s mix of both popular and diverse 
appeal makes it a particularly fortuitous choice for this site. 



 
Last but not least, I would welcome the opportunity to see some of the finest 
paintings by my grandfather, Norman Rockwell, on permanent display here in the 
Bay Area. This certainly would be gratifying on a personal level but it is also because 
I know first-hand how touching his work is for so many people. His popularity 
peaked before television, when the covers of the Saturday Evening Post that he 
illustrated were some of the most widely disseminated images in the country. My 
first museum job was at the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge MA, when I 
was 16 years old. I also served on this museum’s board in the nineties. There I 
witnessed the enduring emotional connection that people all over the world have 
with his work. His profoundly humanistic and optimistic vision still resonates today 
with people across political and cultural divides. How fitting to put that vision on 
display, along with others who came before and after, on the grounds of a national 
park.   
 
I wish you the best of luck with your project.  
 

 
 

Thomas Rockwell 
Director of Exhibits and Associate Director for Program 
Exploratorium 
 





John D. Murphy 

2520 Pacific Avenue 

San Francisco, California 94115 

 

              415 928-0992 

          jdmilesm@comcast.net 

 

May 28, 2013 

 

Craig Middleton 

Presidio Trust 

103 Montgomery Street 

P.O. Box 29052 

San Francisco, CA 94129 

 

RE: Lucas Cultural Arts Museum Proposal 

 

Dear Mr. Middleton: 

 

My ongoing romance with the Presidio of San Francisco has its roots in World War II as 

the result of my father being stationed at Fort Scott and then my uncle’s surgical 

residency at Letterman Hospital. I moved to Pacific Heights in the 1980s and the Presidio 

quickly became the centerpiece of my San Francisco outdoor experience.  

  

A devotee of the Presidio’s then undeveloped footpaths, I witnessed their gradual 

transformation into groomed trails and dazzling miradors through the artful winnowing of 

stands of non-native trees and thickets of brush to reveal, in even more dramatic relief, 

the incomparable beauty of the Marin Headlands, Golden Gate Bridge, Sausalito, Angel 

Island, and the epic expanse of the San Francisco Bay. 

  

The Presidio Trust outdid itself when it became financially self-sustaining. During a time 

of record federal deficits and cratering of the economy, you managed to successfully find 

diversified sources of revenue through the placement of companies and NGOs into 

meticulously restored buildings, the improvement and maintenance of residential housing 

that resulted in a full or nearly full occupancy rate, and the attraction of two of the 

world’s most renowned cinematic icons, Lucas Film and Disney. 

  

The Board of the Presidio Trust now has the extraordinary opportunity to decide whether 

to accept an absolutely one-of-a-kind visual arts museum offered by one of the trust’s 

most loyal supporters, Mr. George Lucas. Mr. Lucas’s offer to donate an about to be 

publicly renown visual arts collection, to underwrite the cost of a new facility to house it, 

and provide sustained financial support is something virtually no other public trust will 

have the opportunity to fantasize, much less accept or reject.  

 

It’s an only in San Francisco opportunity. 

mailto:jdmilesm@comcast.net


The location and strapping physicality of the Presidio will always attract global visitors, 

but the presence the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum will generate interest vastly in excess 

of the geographic and architectural seductiveness of the environment. If Mr. Lucas’s 

proposal is accepted, nowhere else in the world will anyone be able to experience the 

evolution of one hundred and fifty years of visual arts in such an immediate, personal, 

and interactive manner in one of the world’s most beautiful cities. It’s an arranged 

marriage made in heaven. 

  

Even with the trust’s extraordinary success in becoming financially self-sustaining, it 

does not possess the discretionary capital to purchase such a collection or underwrite the 

cost of the facility necessary to house it. To characterize George Lucas’s offer as the 

opportunity of a lifetime does it little justice. 

  

Despite its extraordinary successes, the Presidio Trust is not an island.  

 

The United States faces grave systemic challenges: 78 million baby boomers in 

retirement by 2030, heath care and higher education costs rising annually at multiples of 

the inflation rate, underfunded and unfunded civil service pension debt of $2-3 trillion, 

and the absolute need to invest some $3-4 trillion in America’s infrastructure. What is 

safe, comfortable, and manageable today can become a desperate economic challenge 

tomorrow. 

  

The addition of a highly welcoming world-class collection of visual arts will also 

constructively address the appalling absence of art education in our primary and 

secondary schools. Art is always on the chopping block in times of budget deficits, and 

theater, symphony, museums, and ballet and dance companies suffer from a dearth of 

young attendees. Knowledge of and participation in the arts through personal experience 

is the foundation for lifetime attendance and financial support.  

  

The Trust’s decision clearly transcends geographical boundaries and transient political 

atmospherics. The Lucas Cultural Arts Museum will not only benefit the Presidio Trust 

now, but will continue to do so for decades to come. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of my perspective on this important decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John D. Murphy 
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June 17, 2013 
Letter of Endorsement for the  
Lucas Cultural Arts Museum 

Hi David, 
 
The Lucas Cultural Arts Museum is a fabulous idea!  
 
When I worked for Industrial Light and Magic, I had many opportunities to view 
George Lucas' art collection at the ranch. My favorite piece was the Maxfield Parrish 
in the library. It inspired me to study Parrish and other illustrative artists as part of 
my education as a computer animator.  
 
Lucas has shown, through his construction in Marin and in the Presidio, that he is 
willing to go to extreme lengths to satisfy the needs of the community. He has a 
track record of the highest quality architectural design and construction with 
careful evaluation of the impact of his projects. And the project itself, a museum 
spanning illustration, animation, and digital art? This seems exactly right for the Bay 
Area, where so much art and filmmaking has evolved.  
 
I hope the project is accepted and we get this fabulous addition to the cultural 
landscape. 
 
Jonathan Luskin 
 
 
Co-Founder 
Flying Moose Pictures 
 

































 
Dear Presidio Trust Officers, 
 
I'm writing to express my support, and the support of the community I co-
founded, Transmedia SF, for the proposal submitted by George Lucas for 
the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum.  I and my colleagues at Transmedia SF 
feel that the Lucas proposal best reflects the strengths, creativity and 
innovative nature of San Francisco and the Bay Area.  The Lucas Cultural 
Arts Museum and the programs it would provide would be an asset to The 
Presidio and The City and would also serve as a world wide attraction and 
inspiration for visitors. 
 
When my team and I were approached to submit a proposal ourselves for 
this auspicious opportunity, we approached this from our perspective as 
media technology creatives and entrepreneurs.  In writing our proposal, we 
knew the importance of the media and technology industries on our 
community and we sought to foster and nurture the development of 
ongoing entrepreneurial developments in media arts and technologies. We 
explored how the media and communications industries were largely built 
in San Francisco - from the communications and banking systems of the 
Wells Fargo Stage Coaches, to Philo Farnsworth's invention of the 
television - our area has long given birth to media and technology 
movements that have changed the world. 
 
We cited the presence of such media tech giants  as Adobe, Twitter, 
Facebook, Google, Zynga - and LucasArts - as primary reasons why the 
economy and environment in San Francisco Bay Area were so strong in 
the face of worldwide recession.  We urged the celebration and cultivation 
of this creative industry so that we might continue to build clean, 
sustainable, well paying jobs and businesses.  We proposed educational 
and entrepreneurial programs that might put transmedia tools to use in 
solving some of the other issues our world faces today.  Some may doubt 
that the creativity and innovation found in media technology companies 
can solve the intractable problems the world faces.  To that I reply:  Only 
when economies are healthy can the environment thrive; Only with 
communications tools can people be organized and moved to action; Only 
with new and different approaches to the same problems we've faced for 
ages, can progress be made.   
 
The George Lucas Cultural Arts Museum would support the development 
of the media technology economy in San Francisco; It would foster the use 
and development of new communications tools; It would develop new and 



innovative means of approaching the world.  This museum could reflect 
our rich history, our current strengths and our future promise. 
 
The Presidio was originally established to protect the San Francisco Bay 
 Area and to keep it safe and secure.  In today's age of multinational 
competition, high unemployment and economic stresses, I can imagine no 
better way of protecting the city and the area we live in and love than by 
celebrating innovation, creativity, and the entrepreneurial spirit that ruled 
the life of George Lucas and would be reflected in the George Lucas 
Cultural Arts Museum. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Rogozinski 
SF Resident since 1983 
CEO, Match Factor 
Co-Founder Transmedia SF 
 



June 17, 2013

Ms. Nancy Bechtle
Chair, The Presidio Trust
103 Montgomery Street
PO Box 29052
San Francisco, CA 94129

Dear Chair Bechtle:

As San Francisco leaders in government, education and the arts, we write to voice our enthusiastic
support and strong endorsement for locating the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum in the Presidio.

The Lucas Cultural Arts Museum proposal offers a unique opportunity to secure the Presidio’s future as a
place for educating, enlightening and inspiring generations of our young people. We believe this museum
and its unparalleled collection will anchor the Presidio as a world-class education, arts and cultural
destination, enhancing the historic buildings, outdoor activities and shoreline access the Presidio already
provides.

Importantly, the Museum proposal is fully funded up front, with no need for public monies or fundraising
that would compete with other nonprofits or cultural organizations for support. Indeed, the Museum will
be further endowed for its future and be comprised, to start, with a spectacular collection that appeals to
people of all ages and from around the world.

George Lucas has given his creative life to San Francisco and the Bay Area. He has a deep affection for
the region and for the Presidio, helping to secure the current financial stability of the Presidio Trust
through the Letterman Digital Arts Center there.

Now, in his latter years, he seeks to give a great gift to the City he loves and to the Presidio he cherishes
and has worked to protect, preserve, and improve. We know he is committed to working with the Presidio
Trust and the community to build a new, internationally renowned cultural arts museum in harmony with
the historic buildings and natural setting of the Presidio that welcomes all, and is a good neighbor to the
community and residents around it.

On behalf of our City and generations of young people, we urge you to accept this extraordinary gift and
select the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum proposal for the Presidio this year.

Sincerely,

Edwin M. Lee
Mayor

Richard Carranza Rev. Stephen A. Privett, S.J. Dr. Themla Scott-Skillman
Superintendent of Schools President Chancellor
SF Unified School District University of San Francisco City College of San Francisco



Ms. Nancy Bechtle
June 17, 2013
Page Two

Dr. Leslie Wong Tom DeCaigny Judy Bretschneider
President Director of Cultural Affairs Executive Director
San Francisco State University SF Arts Commission Presidio Performing Arts Foundation

Greg Chew Brad Erickson Ted Hope
Commissioner Executive Director Executive Director
SF Arts Commission Theatre Bay Area San Francisco Film Society

Patrick W. Johnston Lex Leifheit Sherene Melania
President, SF Arts Commission Director Vice President, SFAC
Member, SF Film Commission SOMArts Artistic Director, Presidio Dance Theatre

cc: The Board of the Presidio Trust






