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A PILLAR OF HISTORY
Historic Arguello Gate Gets a Facelift

to do with this big missing piece,”
says Wallace. “It didn’t really make
sense to do a restoration of the gate
without the capstone.” 

After determining the capstone
was indeed repairable, Ms. Wallace
received permission in March to
return it to the Presidio. Restoration
work began two months later.

The gate’s care has been in the
highly skilled hands of master carver
Oleg Lobykin, founder of
Stonesculpt. He and his team have
been bringing the gate back to life
through a combination of brute
force and painstaking sculpting.

To repair the giant cracks in the
pillars, they wrapped them with
nylon straps, then literally pulled
them together. Working from
photographs and using mortar and
basic sculpting tools, they set about
recreating the intricate designs.
They were able to use the Presidio’s
Lombard Gate, which has the same
designs, as a reference.

Lobykin compared his work to that
of a dentist filling a cavity. “We
remove the cavity, and replace it
with filler. You’re looking for color;
you’re looking for texture. You’re
trying to make it as invisible as
possible. That’s what we’re doing
but, instead of teeth, it’s stone.” 

“We very much respect the labor
that went into creating the gate,
said Lobykin. “It’s a monument. It’s
an artifact. It’s a piece of history. So
we try to preserve it as much as we
can. It’s been a really remarkable
transformation.”

Christina Wallace admits her heart
skipped a beat when she first saw
the email. Architectural Conservator
for the Presidio Trust, Ms. Wallace
had spent 12 months overseeing the
$100,000 restoration of the
Presidio’s historic Arguello Gate.
The centerpiece of the project was
repairing and replacing the capstone
atop the gate’s southwest pier.
Now a concerned and observant
neighbor, fortified with computer
diagrams and photos, was
suggesting that the newly restored
capstone had been put on
backwards.

“Fortunately, I have done enough of
these projects to have checked and
double checked everything I could
think of before we started,” Wallace
said. “I was actually pleased that
someone took the time and was
interested enough to send us the
detailed message. I’m also glad we
did our homework.”

More than a century of San
Francisco weather and other wear
and tear had taken its toll on the
Arguello Gate since it was erected
in 1896, and the gate had been
showing its age for some time.
Some of its columns had cracks so
large you could see through to the
other side. In 1996, the gate’s
capstone was knocked off when a
truck crashed into the wall. Since
that time the damaged capstone
had been hidden away in a National
Park Service storage facility in the
Marin Headlands.

“We always hesitated to start the
gate restoration until we knew what 

‘‘It’s a monument. It’s
an artifact. It’s a
piece of history. So
we try to preserve it
as much as we can.
f     

‘‘

A LOVERS’ LINE
Self-Guided Walk through Time            
on Lovers’ Lane
Lovers’ Lane is the Presidio’s oldest foot trail. For more than two centuries people have made their way
to and from the Presidio and San Francisco along the scenic, romantic path. This fall, a new interactive
audio experience, A Lovers’ Line, will offer a series of perspectives on the trail. Created by Jeannene
Przyblyski, the audio will be accessible via a visitor’s cell phone.

Przyblyski is a professor at the San Francisco Art Institute and executive director of the San Francisco
Bureau of Urban Secrets, a visual arts and urbanism think tank that promotes art in city life. Last year
she created a similar art experience at Lands End that used the Coastal Trail as a backdrop to explore
ever-changing history, geology, and ecology along San Francisco’s western edge.

"A Lovers’ Line gives you the pieces of several stories about the Presidio and asks you to put them
together in your own mind as you walk the lane,” said Przyblyski. “Think of it as a way of meditating on
history."

The stories overlap and intermingle with a cast of characters including the missionary, the soldier, the
military wife, the translator, the dreamer, the hawk and the dove, the wayward trees, and the springs of
the Tennessee Hollow watershed.

“Working in the national parks around San Francisco is a great pleasure and a great challenge,” said
Przyblyski. “My work isn’t about giving people one story about how these places came to be, but
rather asking them to make connections between the many stories still living in the landscape and the
present day.”

A Lovers’ Line
Self-Guided Walk through Time

September 6 to October 31

Download A Lovers’ Line 
map at www.ybca.org, or   
pick one up at the Visitor  
Center in the Presidio 
Officers’ Club.                     
(Map is optional) 

Begin your journey at the    
interpretive sign at top of   
Lovers’ Lane near West   
Pacific Avenue or at the 
bottom at the brick foot 
bridge near MacArthur 
Avenue.

Note the A Lovers’ Line sign  
and dial 415/ 294-3628 x487  
on your cell phone.

1.

2.

3.

A Lovers’ Line was commissioned by Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in conjunction with
Bay Area Now 5/Ground Scores. It is a production of the San Francisco Bureau of Urban Secrets.

Call (415) 561-5418 with questions.
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03842 Book.ps - 8/21/2008 13:39 PM



8 3

A WATERFRONT VIEW  
Crissy Field Overlook Opens

In July, a newly completed scenic overlook above the Crissy Field waterfront opened to
the public allowing visitors to take in views of historic ships cruising along San Francisco
Bay as part of the Parade of Sail festivities.

Crissy Field Overlook is the third major vista point in the Presidio. It is part of a program
to nearly double the size of the Presidio’s trail system and create new ways for the
community to experience the Presidio’s great outdoors. 

The beautiful stone plaza opens to views of San Francisco Bay, Alcatraz, and the San
Francisco skyline. The overlook was supported by a generous gift from the Evelyn and
Walter Haas, Jr. Fund. 

Crissy Field
Overlook is located

along Lincoln
Boulevard between
Cowles Street and

Crissy Field Avenue.

Photo by 
Christina Wallace

Photo by Maggie Perry

f F E A T U R E H I S T O R Y  N O T E S
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REMEMBERING RYAN JONES

OPENING DAY
Wednesday, October 22
Presidio Officers’ Club 

Tennessee Hollow in the
Spanish American War
Noon – 1 pm
Join Docent Barbara Corff
for a 1-mile walk to learn
about the volunteers from
Tennessee who camped
here during the Spanish-
American War. Wear shoes
suitable for climbing slopes.
RSVP at (415) 561-4323.

Little War, Big Impact
3 - 4:30 pm
Take a 1-mile moderate walk
with Ranger Will Elder and
see the impact of the
Spanish-American and
Philippine wars on the
Presidio of San Francisco.

Behind the Scenes
in the Gallery
7 - 8 pm
Meet Curator and Historian
Dr. Randolph Delehanty and
learn about the making of
War and Dissent.

SPECIAL EVENTS

History Comes Alive
Saturday, October 25
11 am – 3 pm
Pershing Square, across
from Presidio Officers’ Club
How did soldiers feel as they
prepared to ship out to the
Philippines? A recreated
army encampment
presented by the National
Park Service will feature
uniformed re-enactors and
the voices for and against
America’s first overseas war.

Annual Redmond Kernan
History Lecture: Featuring
Ambeth Ocampo
Wednesday, October 29
7 – 8:30 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Filipino historian, journalist,
academic, and author
Ambeth Ocampo offers his
perspective on the
Philippines War of
Independence. Mr. Ocampo
is the chair of the
Philippines’ National
Historical Institute and chair
of the National Commission
for Culture in the Arts.

Shadows of War
Performance:
The Lopez Family in the
Philippines 1901
Thursday Performances:
November 6, December 4,
January 8, and February 5
7 – 8 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Produced by San Francisco’s
Bindlestiff Studio, this
multi-media dramatic
production inspired by the
exhibition will feature
Filipino-American actors
and live music.  

The Making of The
Forbidden Book: The
Philippine-American War in
Political Cartoons
Wednesday, January 21
7 – 8 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
A slide presentation by
authors Abraham Ignacio
and Jorge Emmanuel. A
book signing will follow the
talk.

The Presidio lost a great friend when artist
Ryan Jones passed away in July.

Ryan first discovered the Presidio in 1996 as
a teen and became the park’s first high
school student intern. A resident of the
Presidio for more than a decade, Ryan

created for himself a rare career in the park.
In 2002, after six years in the Presidio’s

natural resources program, Ryan became an
exceptional environmental service leader in

the Golden Gate National Parks
Conservancy’s Site Stewardship Program.

Ryan’s watercolors grace many of the
materials used to introduce people to the
park, from interpretive signs and children’s

activity books to this newsletter and the
Presidio annual report.

His love of nature, his skill as an artist, and
his charm touched many people: those of us
who had the privilege to work with him, the
many who began their own exploration of

the park with Ryan as a guide, and those who
got to know him through his exquisite

illustrations. His beautiful drawings remain as
a lasting expression of his love of nature and

of this place. He took great joy in sharing
this love through his art. 

Ryan will be greatly missed.

War and Dissent: 
U.S. in the Philippines

1898-1915

October 22, 2008
to February 22, 2009
Wednesday to Sunday

11 am to 5 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club,

50 Moraga Avenue
FREE

Be a Volunteer Docent
Share your enthusiasm for history
and the Presidio by volunteering
as a gallery docent. Trainings will
be led by Presidio Trust Historian
and Exhibit Curator Randolph
Delehanty. For more information,
email mbieler@presidiotrust.gov
or call (415) 561-4007. 

___________ 

Teachers
Plan a field trip to the Presidio to
visit the exhibit with your class, or
download a free War and Dissent
teacher resource guide at
www.presidio.gov. The exhibit is
geared toward 8th, 10th and
11th grades and addresses the
California History/Social Science
Standards covering imperialism
and the role of the U.S. as a
world power in the twentieth
century. The exhibit combines
primary documents and
multimedia to analyze the racial,
economic, and political
implications of U.S. involvement
in the Philippines. Limited
transportation is available at no
cost. For more information or to
schedule a visit, contact Lisa at
lhillstrom@presidiotrust.gov or
(415) 561-2703. 

For an updated list of all
exhibit events, including NPS
walking tours, visit
www.presidio.gov/calendar.
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A Place for Nature, History and
Visitors at El Polín Springs 

WAR AND DISSENT  
U.S. in the Philippines 1898-1915 

Restoration of the Tennessee Hollow
watershed continues at El Polín
Springs - an oasis for wildlife and
people, and a place of extraordinary
human history.

The transformation begins in
September as habitat restoration
returns ecological richness to the
wetland area around the springs. As
a first phase, 60 non-native
eucalyptus, cypress, and pine trees
will be removed from around El
Polín Loop to reduce the shading
and leaf litter that can harm native
plants, clog waterways, and degrade
water quality.

Tree removal will take six weeks and
will be followed by months of
replanting with native trees and
plants grown in the Presidio Nursery.
Join us for the inaugural planting
day – or for a subsequent volunteer
day (see sidebar).

With generous community support,
the transformation continues over
the next two years. Improvements
will showcase the history of the 

A grandson’s curiosity has given
rise to a bold new exhibit at the
Presidio, War and Dissent: U.S. in
the Philippines 1898-1915. The
exhibit traces the Presidio’s rise
into a major military installation
and the growth of the United
States into an imperial power.

“This is one of our most
ambitious historical exhibitions,”
said Dr. Randy Delehanty, curator
and historian with the Presidio
Trust. “I always wanted to do an
exhibit on the late 1890s and
early 1900s because I know how
important this period is to the
Presidio. This was when the
Presidio changed from a coast
defense post into a global
military installation as the U.S.
annexed Hawaii and occupied
the Philippines, Guam, and
Samoa. These years were a
turning point in the history of the
Presidio and of San Francisco as
the gateway to Asia.”

Delehanty got his chance to
showcase this time period when
a Sacramento man, Alan Harlow,
gave his grandfather’s diary and
80 photographs he had collected
to the Presidio Trust. Sgt. Hiram
Harlow of the 51st Iowa
Volunteer Infantry had trained at
the Presidio. The donation came
with a question: Mr. Harlow
wanted to know why his
grandfather was in the Philippines
at the end of the 19th century.

Film Series and Author Event

October is Archaeology Month in
California, when we explore our heritage
and the methods used to investigate it.
The Presidio is hosting a contemporary
film series featuring movies, shorts, and
documentaries contrasting distinct
perspectives on the past. Screenings will
be followed by panel discussions with
archaeologists, film critics and film
makers. The month will be capped with
an author event featuring an
archaeologist who has conducted
extensive research in the Presidio. 

All events begin at the Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue,
at 7 pm.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

Thursday, October 9
Enjoy a feature film and a documentary
on the same topic. Films will be shown
side-by-side in back-to-back segments to
compare differing reflections on the past.
A panel of archaeologists and film critics
lead a discussion.

Thursday, October 16
See the past unfiltered through a
screening of short films by Bay Area
archaeology students and professionals.
Many of the filmmakers/archaeologists
will be present. 

Thursday, October 23
A Conversation with Stanford
Archaeologist Dr. Barb Voss
The author of Archaeology of
Ethnogenesis: Race and Sexuality in
Colonial San Francisco will discuss her
book on the genesis of the Californios, a
community of military settlers who forged
a new identity on the northwest edge of
Spanish North America. Discussion
followed by book signing.

Using Sgt. Harlow’s diary as one of
its sources, the exhibit explores
the war from several viewpoints:
Sgt. Harlow’s story; the struggles
of the Philippine independence
movement against Spain and the
United States; and the experience
of the Lopez family, whose
brothers were imprisoned by the
U.S. Army. Their sisters wrote
letters in 1901 and 1902 trying to
get them out of jail.

Using excerpts from the Lopez
letters, Bindlestiff Studio, a
Filipino-American theater group,
has created Shadows of War, a
unique multi-media production
that will be staged each month
during the exhibit (see p. 7). The
production incorporates live actors
and music against a backdrop of
historical photos illustrating the
stories of the Lopez family.

Within the United States, sharp
dissent erupted over the
Philippine war and grew into the
country’s first national anti-war
movement.

“Opinion leaders saw the war as a
fateful shift away from a republic
of citizens based on the consent
of the governed to an imperial,
colonial system whereby the U.S.
ruled subject peoples,” explains
Delehanty. “I decided to pair the
story of this difficult war overseas
with the domestic dissent it
triggered as Americans struggled
with their new role in the world.”

area, welcome visitors, and
complete habitat restoration. The
roadway will be transformed into a
boardwalk and trail with a picnic
area, restrooms, and benches. The
historic stone channels and well will
be rehabilitated, and gardens will
interpret the long history at the
springs.

The enhancements are part of a
vision to revitalize the Presidio’s
largest watershed. The project was
shaped with community
participation in the Tennessee
Hollow Upper Watershed
Revitalization Environmental
Assessment.

Much work has already been done
to restore riparian habitat and tell
the story of the native, Colonial, and
Army-era residents that shaped the
valley. The most dramatic
transformation occurred in 2005,
when landfill debris was removed
from a site near Lincoln Boulevard
and Halleck Street so that the
waters that flowed underneath
could be brought above ground.

El Polín Springs
Guided Walks
Saturdays,
September 6 and 13
10:30 am - Noon
Get details about
upcoming restoration
work. RSVP/Directions:
jnichols@presidiotrust.gov
(415) 561-5357  

Inaugural
Planting Day
Saturday, November 22
9 am - 1 pm
Lunch provided for
registered participants.
Registration required. 
volunteer@
presidiotrust.gov
415/ 561 5333

www.presidio.gov

Artist’s conceptual rendering of the
boardwalk and restored habitat

at El Polín Springs.

Del Pilar (1875-1899) was the
youngest Filipino general.

He died at the Battle of
Tirad Pass covering President

Agunaldo’s retreat.

Sgt. Hiram L. Harlow answered
President McKinley’s call for

volunteers during the Spanish-
American War. He trained at Camp

Merritt outside the Presidio and
fought in the Philippines. 

OCTOBER IS
ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH 

{ F E A T U R E            }CALENDAR FEATURE
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NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

DECEMBER

OCTOBER 22
Opening Day
WAR AND DISSENT: U.S. IN
THE PHILIPPINES
Wednesday, October 22
Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue
Exhibit opens at 11 am.
At 7 pm, join us for Behind the
Scenes in the Gallery to meet
curator and historian Dr.
Randolph Delehanty and learn
about the making of War and
Dissent. For more, see p. 6.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500 

29
ANNUAL REDMOND
KERNAN LECTURE: WAR
AND DISSENT EXHIBIT
EVENT
Wednesday, October 29
7 to 8:30 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Filipino historian, journalist,
academic, and author Ambeth
Ocampo offers his perspective
on the Philippines War of
Independence. Ocampo is the
chair of the Philippines’
National Historical Institute and
chair of the National
Commission for Culture in the
Arts.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500                   

8
GGNRA BIG YEAR
Pelican, Plover, Lessingia, Sea
Otter Hike
Saturday, November 8
8 am to 2 pm
Join a local naturalist on a 5-
mile hike through the Presidio’s
diverse habitats in search of
endangered species. Bring
food and water. RSVP required
to mbzlat@yahoo.com. Meet
at Baker Beach north parking
lot.
www.ggnrabigyear.com

13
Consulate General of Spain
Presents LIVE AT THE
PRESIDIO CONCERT
Casa Patas with Guadalupe
Torres
Thursday, November 13
8 pm
Golden Gate Club,
135 Fisher Loop
Enjoy some of the best and
most authentic flamenco from
Spain.
www.mae.es/consulados/
sanfrancisco
415/ 922 2996

20 & 21
PACIFIC UNION PRESENTS:
CONCERTS AT THE PRESIDIO
Thursday and Friday,
November 20 and 21
7:30 pm
Golden Gate Club,
135 Fisher Loop
Enjoy classical concerts and
recitals highlighting young
artists.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 447 6274

22
EL POLÍN SPRINGS
INAUGURAL PLANTING DAY
Saturday, November 22
9 am to 1 pm
In the next year, native species
including coast live oaks,
California buckeyes, and toyon
will expand wetland and
grassland habitats and re-
create coastal scrub habitat.
Lunch provided for registered
participants. Meeting location
TBD. Registration required.
volunteer@presidiotrust.gov
415/ 561 5333                       

5
Holiday Lights: Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Friday, December 5, 5:30 pm
Meet at Corner of Lincoln
Boulevard/Funston Avenue
Join the Presidio community for
a magical tree-lighting
ceremony and singing. Light
refreshments will follow at the
Presidio Fire Station.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

RESTORATION ADVISORY
BOARD (RAB) PUBLIC
MEETING
Second Tuesdays, 7 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue
RAB is a citizen’s group 
that works with the 
Trust’s environmental cleanup
program.     
www.presidio.gov/nature/
cleanup        
415/ 561 4255                                  

TOURS OF ARION PRESS
Thursdays, 3 pm
See the historic typefoundry,
pressroom and composing
room, and bookbindery.
Reservations required, $7.
Visit the gallery weekdays
9am - 5pm, free.
www.arionpress.com
415/ 668 2548

PRESIDIO RX RUNNING
GROUP
Mondays & Wednesdays
6:30 pm
www.woohoo.org/presidiorx

TRAIL STEWARDSHIP
Every 2nd Tuesday of the
month (September 9, October
14, November 11)
Noon to 3:30 pm
Help maintain Presidio trails.
Call for meeting locations.
415/ 561 3068

HABITAT RESTORATION
Wednesdays and Saturdays     

9am to Noon
Habitat Restoration programs
in the field. Meet at Crissy
Field Center at 9am.
ffffffffffffffffffff
1 to 4 pm
Native Plant Nursery programs.
Meet at the Nursery at 1pm.
415/ 561 5333

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY
Saturday, September 20
9 am to Noon
Join cleanup activities along
the shoreline and interior areas
of the Presidio. Registration
required. For more information
or to sign up, contact the
Presidio Trust Volunteer
Coordinator at
volunteer@presidiotrust.gov
or 415/561 5333.

To learn more about
volunteer opportunities in the
Presidio contact the Presidio
Trust Volunteer Coordinator
at 561/ 561 5333.
www.presidio.gov/
experiences/volunteer

6
2008 CALIFORNIA STATE
YO-YO CHAMPIONSHIPS
Saturday, September 6
10 am to 4 pm
Exploratorium
Meet champions, participate in
a Yo-Yo tricks clinic, and
compete. Registration open to
the public.
www.calstateyoyo.com 

13
PRESIDIO DANCE THEATRE
“TRY A CLASS” DAY
Saturday, September 13
1 to 2 pm
Open to all for free! See why
Presidio Dance Theatre won
Nickelodeon’s 2008 Parents
Picks Award for "Best Artsy
Program" in the San Francisco
Bay Area. Meet the teachers
and take a "trial" portion of
dance classes for all ages. Lots
of new classes, as well as ballet
and international folk.
www.PresidioDance.org
415/ 561 3958 

14
PRESIDIO AT SUNDAY
STREETS
Sunday, September 14
9 am to 1 pm
The Presidio will host an
interactive exhibit area in the
plaza in front of the San
Francisco Ferry Building to
celebrate Sunday Streets, a day
of fun and physical activity
along the waterfront.
www.sundaystreetssf.com

F A L L  2 0 0 8
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27
SUSTAINABILTY
ACCELERATED: EVOLVING
LEADERS’ TRAINING
Saturday, September 27
Young professionals wanting to
make a difference in promoting
sustainable green living are
invited to a leadership training
forum addressing new ways to
satisfy our food, energy, and
water needs. Five total sessions
for $85. To register, email
evolvingleaders@gmail.com.

27
FILM IN THE FOG
Featuring: An American in
Paris
Saturday, September 27
5:30 pm live saxophone quartet
performance;
7 pm movie
Outside the Presidio Main Post
Theatre,
99 Moraga Avenue
Bring a blanket, a picnic, and a
song in your heart. Food and
beverage available for
purchase.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

1
PRESIDIO TEACHERS’
NIGHT 2008
All Over The Map:
Re-imagining Geography
Wednesday, October 1
Now in its 7th year, Presidio
Teachers’ Night introduces
educators to amazing learning
opportunities for students in
and around the park. This
year’s theme connects teachers
and students to the physical
and human systems of the
earth and includes a
presentation by Bob Dulli,
Deputy Chairman of the
National Geographic Society.
Teachers, look for your
invitation in the mail or call
(415) 561-2000 to be included.

5
ST. FRANCIS DAY
CELEBRATION AND BIRD
WATCHING AT CRISSY FIELD
Sunday, October 5, 7:30 am
Gather on the bridge over the
lagoon.
www.thegenerationproject.
org/Events.htm
415/ 561 4891   

5
GGNRA BIG YEAR
Pelican, Plover, Lessingia, Sea
Otter Hike
Saturday, October 5
8 am to 2 pm
Join a local naturalist on a 5-
mile hike through the Presidio’s
diverse habitats in search of
endangered species. Bring
food and water. RSVP required
to mbzlat@yahoo.com.
www.ggnrabigyear.com

VOLUNTEER          ONGOING EVENTS
FREE
SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK
Featuring: Pericles
August 30 to September 21
Saturday Evenings at 7:30 pm;
Sundays & Labor Day Monday
Matinees at 2:30 pm
Main Parade Ground Lawn

Bring your family, friends, a
blanket, and a picnic to enjoy
free professional theatre by the
San Francisco Shakespeare
Festival. Pillows and low-back
folding chairs are allowed.
Snacks and beverages will be
available for sale, or bring a
picnic.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

COOL GLOBES AT CRISSY
FIELD PROMENADE
Through October 13
Local, national and
international artists have
created beautiful globes to
raise awareness and provoke
discussion about solutions to
global warming. Thirty-five
globes will dazzle visitors along
the waterfront. Free.
www.coolglobes.com
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NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

DECEMBER

OCTOBER 22
Opening Day
WAR AND DISSENT: U.S. IN
THE PHILIPPINES
Wednesday, October 22
Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue
Exhibit opens at 11 am.
At 7 pm, join us for Behind the
Scenes in the Gallery to meet
curator and historian Dr.
Randolph Delehanty and learn
about the making of War and
Dissent. For more, see p. 6.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500 

29
ANNUAL REDMOND
KERNAN LECTURE: WAR
AND DISSENT EXHIBIT
EVENT
Wednesday, October 29
7 to 8:30 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Filipino historian, journalist,
academic, and author Ambeth
Ocampo offers his perspective
on the Philippines War of
Independence. Ocampo is the
chair of the Philippines’
National Historical Institute and
chair of the National
Commission for Culture in the
Arts.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500                   

8
GGNRA BIG YEAR
Pelican, Plover, Lessingia, Sea
Otter Hike
Saturday, November 8
8 am to 2 pm
Join a local naturalist on a 5-
mile hike through the Presidio’s
diverse habitats in search of
endangered species. Bring
food and water. RSVP required
to mbzlat@yahoo.com. Meet
at Baker Beach north parking
lot.
www.ggnrabigyear.com

13
Consulate General of Spain
Presents LIVE AT THE
PRESIDIO CONCERT
Casa Patas with Guadalupe
Torres
Thursday, November 13
8 pm
Golden Gate Club,
135 Fisher Loop
Enjoy some of the best and
most authentic flamenco from
Spain.
www.mae.es/consulados/
sanfrancisco
415/ 922 2996

20 & 21
PACIFIC UNION PRESENTS:
CONCERTS AT THE PRESIDIO
Thursday and Friday,
November 20 and 21
7:30 pm
Golden Gate Club,
135 Fisher Loop
Enjoy classical concerts and
recitals highlighting young
artists.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 447 6274

22
EL POLÍN SPRINGS
INAUGURAL PLANTING DAY
Saturday, November 22
9 am to 1 pm
In the next year, native species
including coast live oaks,
California buckeyes, and toyon
will expand wetland and
grassland habitats and re-
create coastal scrub habitat.
Lunch provided for registered
participants. Meeting location
TBD. Registration required.
volunteer@presidiotrust.gov
415/ 561 5333                       

5
Holiday Lights: Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Friday, December 5, 5:30 pm
Meet at Corner of Lincoln
Boulevard/Funston Avenue
Join the Presidio community for
a magical tree-lighting
ceremony and singing. Light
refreshments will follow at the
Presidio Fire Station.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

RESTORATION ADVISORY
BOARD (RAB) PUBLIC
MEETING
Second Tuesdays, 7 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club,
50 Moraga Avenue
RAB is a citizen’s group 
that works with the 
Trust’s environmental cleanup
program.     
www.presidio.gov/nature/
cleanup        
415/ 561 4255                                  

TOURS OF ARION PRESS
Thursdays, 3 pm
See the historic typefoundry,
pressroom and composing
room, and bookbindery.
Reservations required, $7.
Visit the gallery weekdays
9am - 5pm, free.
www.arionpress.com
415/ 668 2548

PRESIDIO RX RUNNING
GROUP
Mondays & Wednesdays
6:30 pm
www.woohoo.org/presidiorx

TRAIL STEWARDSHIP
Every 2nd Tuesday of the
month (September 9, October
14, November 11)
Noon to 3:30 pm
Help maintain Presidio trails.
Call for meeting locations.
415/ 561 3068

HABITAT RESTORATION
Wednesdays and Saturdays     

9am to Noon
Habitat Restoration programs
in the field. Meet at Crissy
Field Center at 9am.
ffffffffffffffffffff
1 to 4 pm
Native Plant Nursery programs.
Meet at the Nursery at 1pm.
415/ 561 5333

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY
Saturday, September 20
9 am to Noon
Join cleanup activities along
the shoreline and interior areas
of the Presidio. Registration
required. For more information
or to sign up, contact the
Presidio Trust Volunteer
Coordinator at
volunteer@presidiotrust.gov
or 415/561 5333.

To learn more about
volunteer opportunities in the
Presidio contact the Presidio
Trust Volunteer Coordinator
at 561/ 561 5333.
www.presidio.gov/
experiences/volunteer

6
2008 CALIFORNIA STATE
YO-YO CHAMPIONSHIPS
Saturday, September 6
10 am to 4 pm
Exploratorium
Meet champions, participate in
a Yo-Yo tricks clinic, and
compete. Registration open to
the public.
www.calstateyoyo.com 

13
PRESIDIO DANCE THEATRE
“TRY A CLASS” DAY
Saturday, September 13
1 to 2 pm
Open to all for free! See why
Presidio Dance Theatre won
Nickelodeon’s 2008 Parents
Picks Award for "Best Artsy
Program" in the San Francisco
Bay Area. Meet the teachers
and take a "trial" portion of
dance classes for all ages. Lots
of new classes, as well as ballet
and international folk.
www.PresidioDance.org
415/ 561 3958 

14
PRESIDIO AT SUNDAY
STREETS
Sunday, September 14
9 am to 1 pm
The Presidio will host an
interactive exhibit area in the
plaza in front of the San
Francisco Ferry Building to
celebrate Sunday Streets, a day
of fun and physical activity
along the waterfront.
www.sundaystreetssf.com
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27
SUSTAINABILTY
ACCELERATED: EVOLVING
LEADERS’ TRAINING
Saturday, September 27
Young professionals wanting to
make a difference in promoting
sustainable green living are
invited to a leadership training
forum addressing new ways to
satisfy our food, energy, and
water needs. Five total sessions
for $85. To register, email
evolvingleaders@gmail.com.

27
FILM IN THE FOG
Featuring: An American in
Paris
Saturday, September 27
5:30 pm live saxophone quartet
performance;
7 pm movie
Outside the Presidio Main Post
Theatre,
99 Moraga Avenue
Bring a blanket, a picnic, and a
song in your heart. Food and
beverage available for
purchase.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

1
PRESIDIO TEACHERS’
NIGHT 2008
All Over The Map:
Re-imagining Geography
Wednesday, October 1
Now in its 7th year, Presidio
Teachers’ Night introduces
educators to amazing learning
opportunities for students in
and around the park. This
year’s theme connects teachers
and students to the physical
and human systems of the
earth and includes a
presentation by Bob Dulli,
Deputy Chairman of the
National Geographic Society.
Teachers, look for your
invitation in the mail or call
(415) 561-2000 to be included.

5
ST. FRANCIS DAY
CELEBRATION AND BIRD
WATCHING AT CRISSY FIELD
Sunday, October 5, 7:30 am
Gather on the bridge over the
lagoon.
www.thegenerationproject.
org/Events.htm
415/ 561 4891   

5
GGNRA BIG YEAR
Pelican, Plover, Lessingia, Sea
Otter Hike
Saturday, October 5
8 am to 2 pm
Join a local naturalist on a 5-
mile hike through the Presidio’s
diverse habitats in search of
endangered species. Bring
food and water. RSVP required
to mbzlat@yahoo.com.
www.ggnrabigyear.com

VOLUNTEER          ONGOING EVENTS
FREE
SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK
Featuring: Pericles
August 30 to September 21
Saturday Evenings at 7:30 pm;
Sundays & Labor Day Monday
Matinees at 2:30 pm
Main Parade Ground Lawn

Bring your family, friends, a
blanket, and a picnic to enjoy
free professional theatre by the
San Francisco Shakespeare
Festival. Pillows and low-back
folding chairs are allowed.
Snacks and beverages will be
available for sale, or bring a
picnic.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

COOL GLOBES AT CRISSY
FIELD PROMENADE
Through October 13
Local, national and
international artists have
created beautiful globes to
raise awareness and provoke
discussion about solutions to
global warming. Thirty-five
globes will dazzle visitors along
the waterfront. Free.
www.coolglobes.com
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A Place for Nature, History and
Visitors at El Polín Springs 

WAR AND DISSENT  
U.S. in the Philippines 1898-1915 

Restoration of the Tennessee Hollow
watershed continues at El Polín
Springs - an oasis for wildlife and
people, and a place of extraordinary
human history.

The transformation begins in
September as habitat restoration
returns ecological richness to the
wetland area around the springs. As
a first phase, 60 non-native
eucalyptus, cypress, and pine trees
will be removed from around El
Polín Loop to reduce the shading
and leaf litter that can harm native
plants, clog waterways, and degrade
water quality.

Tree removal will take six weeks and
will be followed by months of
replanting with native trees and
plants grown in the Presidio Nursery.
Join us for the inaugural planting
day – or for a subsequent volunteer
day (see sidebar).

With generous community support,
the transformation continues over
the next two years. Improvements
will showcase the history of the 

A grandson’s curiosity has given
rise to a bold new exhibit at the
Presidio, War and Dissent: U.S. in
the Philippines 1898-1915. The
exhibit traces the Presidio’s rise
into a major military installation
and the growth of the United
States into an imperial power.

“This is one of our most
ambitious historical exhibitions,”
said Dr. Randy Delehanty, curator
and historian with the Presidio
Trust. “I always wanted to do an
exhibit on the late 1890s and
early 1900s because I know how
important this period is to the
Presidio. This was when the
Presidio changed from a coast
defense post into a global
military installation as the U.S.
annexed Hawaii and occupied
the Philippines, Guam, and
Samoa. These years were a
turning point in the history of the
Presidio and of San Francisco as
the gateway to Asia.”

Delehanty got his chance to
showcase this time period when
a Sacramento man, Alan Harlow,
gave his grandfather’s diary and
80 photographs he had collected
to the Presidio Trust. Sgt. Hiram
Harlow of the 51st Iowa
Volunteer Infantry had trained at
the Presidio. The donation came
with a question: Mr. Harlow
wanted to know why his
grandfather was in the Philippines
at the end of the 19th century.

Film Series and Author Event

October is Archaeology Month in
California, when we explore our heritage
and the methods used to investigate it.
The Presidio is hosting a contemporary
film series featuring movies, shorts, and
documentaries contrasting distinct
perspectives on the past. Screenings will
be followed by panel discussions with
archaeologists, film critics and film
makers. The month will be capped with
an author event featuring an
archaeologist who has conducted
extensive research in the Presidio. 

All events begin at the Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue,
at 7 pm.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

Thursday, October 9
Enjoy a feature film and a documentary
on the same topic. Films will be shown
side-by-side in back-to-back segments to
compare differing reflections on the past.
A panel of archaeologists and film critics
lead a discussion.

Thursday, October 16
See the past unfiltered through a
screening of short films by Bay Area
archaeology students and professionals.
Many of the filmmakers/archaeologists
will be present. 

Thursday, October 23
A Conversation with Stanford
Archaeologist Dr. Barb Voss
The author of Archaeology of
Ethnogenesis: Race and Sexuality in
Colonial San Francisco will discuss her
book on the genesis of the Californios, a
community of military settlers who forged
a new identity on the northwest edge of
Spanish North America. Discussion
followed by book signing.

Using Sgt. Harlow’s diary as one of
its sources, the exhibit explores
the war from several viewpoints:
Sgt. Harlow’s story; the struggles
of the Philippine independence
movement against Spain and the
United States; and the experience
of the Lopez family, whose
brothers were imprisoned by the
U.S. Army. Their sisters wrote
letters in 1901 and 1902 trying to
get them out of jail.

Using excerpts from the Lopez
letters, Bindlestiff Studio, a
Filipino-American theater group,
has created Shadows of War, a
unique multi-media production
that will be staged each month
during the exhibit (see p. 7). The
production incorporates live actors
and music against a backdrop of
historical photos illustrating the
stories of the Lopez family.

Within the United States, sharp
dissent erupted over the
Philippine war and grew into the
country’s first national anti-war
movement.

“Opinion leaders saw the war as a
fateful shift away from a republic
of citizens based on the consent
of the governed to an imperial,
colonial system whereby the U.S.
ruled subject peoples,” explains
Delehanty. “I decided to pair the
story of this difficult war overseas
with the domestic dissent it
triggered as Americans struggled
with their new role in the world.”

area, welcome visitors, and
complete habitat restoration. The
roadway will be transformed into a
boardwalk and trail with a picnic
area, restrooms, and benches. The
historic stone channels and well will
be rehabilitated, and gardens will
interpret the long history at the
springs.

The enhancements are part of a
vision to revitalize the Presidio’s
largest watershed. The project was
shaped with community
participation in the Tennessee
Hollow Upper Watershed
Revitalization Environmental
Assessment.

Much work has already been done
to restore riparian habitat and tell
the story of the native, Colonial, and
Army-era residents that shaped the
valley. The most dramatic
transformation occurred in 2005,
when landfill debris was removed
from a site near Lincoln Boulevard
and Halleck Street so that the
waters that flowed underneath
could be brought above ground.

El Polín Springs
Guided Walks
Saturdays,
September 6 and 13
10:30 am - Noon
Get details about
upcoming restoration
work. RSVP/Directions:
jnichols@presidiotrust.gov
(415) 561-5357  

Inaugural
Planting Day
Saturday, November 22
9 am - 1 pm
Lunch provided for
registered participants.
Registration required. 
volunteer@
presidiotrust.gov
415/ 561 5333

www.presidio.gov

Artist’s conceptual rendering of the
boardwalk and restored habitat

at El Polín Springs.

Del Pilar (1875-1899) was the
youngest Filipino general.

He died at the Battle of
Tirad Pass covering President

Agunaldo’s retreat.

Sgt. Hiram L. Harlow answered
President McKinley’s call for

volunteers during the Spanish-
American War. He trained at Camp

Merritt outside the Presidio and
fought in the Philippines. 

OCTOBER IS
ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH 
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03842 Insert.r1.ps - 8/22/2008 3:13 PM



6 5

{ F E A T U R    E               }N A T U R E  I N  T H E  C I T Y

A Place for Nature, History and
Visitors at El Polín Springs 

WAR AND DISSENT  
U.S. in the Philippines 1898-1915 

Restoration of the Tennessee Hollow
watershed continues at El Polín
Springs - an oasis for wildlife and
people, and a place of extraordinary
human history.

The transformation begins in
September as habitat restoration
returns ecological richness to the
wetland area around the springs. As
a first phase, 60 non-native
eucalyptus, cypress, and pine trees
will be removed from around El
Polín Loop to reduce the shading
and leaf litter that can harm native
plants, clog waterways, and degrade
water quality.

Tree removal will take six weeks and
will be followed by months of
replanting with native trees and
plants grown in the Presidio Nursery.
Join us for the inaugural planting
day – or for a subsequent volunteer
day (see sidebar).

With generous community support,
the transformation continues over
the next two years. Improvements
will showcase the history of the 

A grandson’s curiosity has given
rise to a bold new exhibit at the
Presidio, War and Dissent: U.S. in
the Philippines 1898-1915. The
exhibit traces the Presidio’s rise
into a major military installation
and the growth of the United
States into an imperial power.

“This is one of our most
ambitious historical exhibitions,”
said Dr. Randy Delehanty, curator
and historian with the Presidio
Trust. “I always wanted to do an
exhibit on the late 1890s and
early 1900s because I know how
important this period is to the
Presidio. This was when the
Presidio changed from a coast
defense post into a global
military installation as the U.S.
annexed Hawaii and occupied
the Philippines, Guam, and
Samoa. These years were a
turning point in the history of the
Presidio and of San Francisco as
the gateway to Asia.”

Delehanty got his chance to
showcase this time period when
a Sacramento man, Alan Harlow,
gave his grandfather’s diary and
80 photographs he had collected
to the Presidio Trust. Sgt. Hiram
Harlow of the 51st Iowa
Volunteer Infantry had trained at
the Presidio. The donation came
with a question: Mr. Harlow
wanted to know why his
grandfather was in the Philippines
at the end of the 19th century.

Film Series and Author Event

October is Archaeology Month in
California, when we explore our heritage
and the methods used to investigate it.
The Presidio is hosting a contemporary
film series featuring movies, shorts, and
documentaries contrasting distinct
perspectives on the past. Screenings will
be followed by panel discussions with
archaeologists, film critics and film
makers. The month will be capped with
an author event featuring an
archaeologist who has conducted
extensive research in the Presidio. 

All events begin at the Presidio
Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga Avenue,
at 7 pm.
www.presidio.gov/calendar
415/ 561 5500

Thursday, October 9
Enjoy a feature film and a documentary
on the same topic. Films will be shown
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lead a discussion.
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unique multi-media production
that will be staged each month
during the exhibit (see p. 7). The
production incorporates live actors
and music against a backdrop of
historical photos illustrating the
stories of the Lopez family.

Within the United States, sharp
dissent erupted over the
Philippine war and grew into the
country’s first national anti-war
movement.

“Opinion leaders saw the war as a
fateful shift away from a republic
of citizens based on the consent
of the governed to an imperial,
colonial system whereby the U.S.
ruled subject peoples,” explains
Delehanty. “I decided to pair the
story of this difficult war overseas
with the domestic dissent it
triggered as Americans struggled
with their new role in the world.”

area, welcome visitors, and
complete habitat restoration. The
roadway will be transformed into a
boardwalk and trail with a picnic
area, restrooms, and benches. The
historic stone channels and well will
be rehabilitated, and gardens will
interpret the long history at the
springs.

The enhancements are part of a
vision to revitalize the Presidio’s
largest watershed. The project was
shaped with community
participation in the Tennessee
Hollow Upper Watershed
Revitalization Environmental
Assessment.

Much work has already been done
to restore riparian habitat and tell
the story of the native, Colonial, and
Army-era residents that shaped the
valley. The most dramatic
transformation occurred in 2005,
when landfill debris was removed
from a site near Lincoln Boulevard
and Halleck Street so that the
waters that flowed underneath
could be brought above ground.

El Polín Springs
Guided Walks
Saturdays,
September 6 and 13
10:30 am - Noon
Get details about
upcoming restoration
work. RSVP/Directions:
jnichols@presidiotrust.gov
(415) 561-5357  

Inaugural
Planting Day
Saturday, November 22
9 am - 1 pm
Lunch provided for
registered participants.
Registration required. 
volunteer@
presidiotrust.gov
415/ 561 5333

www.presidio.gov

Artist’s conceptual rendering of the
boardwalk and restored habitat

at El Polín Springs.

Del Pilar (1875-1899) was the
youngest Filipino general.

He died at the Battle of
Tirad Pass covering President

Agunaldo’s retreat.

Sgt. Hiram L. Harlow answered
President McKinley’s call for

volunteers during the Spanish-
American War. He trained at Camp

Merritt outside the Presidio and
fought in the Philippines. 

OCTOBER IS
ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH 

{ F E A T U R E            }CALENDAR FEATURE
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OPENING DAY
Wednesday, October 22
Presidio Officers’ Club 

Tennessee Hollow in the
Spanish American War
Noon – 1 pm
Join Docent Barbara Corff
for a 1-mile walk to learn
about the volunteers from
Tennessee who camped
here during the Spanish-
American War. Wear shoes
suitable for climbing slopes.
RSVP at (415) 561-4323.

Little War, Big Impact
3 - 4:30 pm
Take a 1-mile moderate walk
with Ranger Will Elder and
see the impact of the
Spanish-American and
Philippine wars on the
Presidio of San Francisco.

Behind the Scenes
in the Gallery
7 - 8 pm
Meet Curator and Historian
Dr. Randolph Delehanty and
learn about the making of
War and Dissent.

SPECIAL EVENTS

History Comes Alive
Saturday, October 25
11 am – 3 pm
Pershing Square, across
from Presidio Officers’ Club
How did soldiers feel as they
prepared to ship out to the
Philippines? A recreated
army encampment
presented by the National
Park Service will feature
uniformed re-enactors and
the voices for and against
America’s first overseas war.

Annual Redmond Kernan
History Lecture: Featuring
Ambeth Ocampo
Wednesday, October 29
7 – 8:30 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Filipino historian, journalist,
academic, and author
Ambeth Ocampo offers his
perspective on the
Philippines War of
Independence. Mr. Ocampo
is the chair of the
Philippines’ National
Historical Institute and chair
of the National Commission
for Culture in the Arts.

Shadows of War
Performance:
The Lopez Family in the
Philippines 1901
Thursday Performances:
November 6, December 4,
January 8, and February 5
7 – 8 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
Produced by San Francisco’s
Bindlestiff Studio, this
multi-media dramatic
production inspired by the
exhibition will feature
Filipino-American actors
and live music.  

The Making of The
Forbidden Book: The
Philippine-American War in
Political Cartoons
Wednesday, January 21
7 – 8 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club
A slide presentation by
authors Abraham Ignacio
and Jorge Emmanuel. A
book signing will follow the
talk.

The Presidio lost a great friend when artist
Ryan Jones passed away in July.

Ryan first discovered the Presidio in 1996 as
a teen and became the park’s first high
school student intern. A resident of the
Presidio for more than a decade, Ryan

created for himself a rare career in the park.
In 2002, after six years in the Presidio’s

natural resources program, Ryan became an
exceptional environmental service leader in

the Golden Gate National Parks
Conservancy’s Site Stewardship Program.

Ryan’s watercolors grace many of the
materials used to introduce people to the
park, from interpretive signs and children’s

activity books to this newsletter and the
Presidio annual report.

His love of nature, his skill as an artist, and
his charm touched many people: those of us
who had the privilege to work with him, the
many who began their own exploration of

the park with Ryan as a guide, and those who
got to know him through his exquisite

illustrations. His beautiful drawings remain as
a lasting expression of his love of nature and

of this place. He took great joy in sharing
this love through his art. 

Ryan will be greatly missed.

War and Dissent: 
U.S. in the Philippines

1898-1915

October 22, 2008
to February 22, 2009
Wednesday to Sunday

11 am to 5 pm
Presidio Officers’ Club,

50 Moraga Avenue
FREE

Be a Volunteer Docent
Share your enthusiasm for history
and the Presidio by volunteering
as a gallery docent. Trainings will
be led by Presidio Trust Historian
and Exhibit Curator Randolph
Delehanty. For more information,
email mbieler@presidiotrust.gov
or call (415) 561-4007. 

___________ 

Teachers
Plan a field trip to the Presidio to
visit the exhibit with your class, or
download a free War and Dissent
teacher resource guide at
www.presidio.gov. The exhibit is
geared toward 8th, 10th and
11th grades and addresses the
California History/Social Science
Standards covering imperialism
and the role of the U.S. as a
world power in the twentieth
century. The exhibit combines
primary documents and
multimedia to analyze the racial,
economic, and political
implications of U.S. involvement
in the Philippines. Limited
transportation is available at no
cost. For more information or to
schedule a visit, contact Lisa at
lhillstrom@presidiotrust.gov or
(415) 561-2703. 

For an updated list of all
exhibit events, including NPS
walking tours, visit
www.presidio.gov/calendar.
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A WATERFRONT VIEW  
Crissy Field Overlook Opens

In July, a newly completed scenic overlook above the Crissy Field waterfront opened to
the public allowing visitors to take in views of historic ships cruising along San Francisco
Bay as part of the Parade of Sail festivities.

Crissy Field Overlook is the third major vista point in the Presidio. It is part of a program
to nearly double the size of the Presidio’s trail system and create new ways for the
community to experience the Presidio’s great outdoors. 

The beautiful stone plaza opens to views of San Francisco Bay, Alcatraz, and the San
Francisco skyline. The overlook was supported by a generous gift from the Evelyn and
Walter Haas, Jr. Fund. 

Crissy Field
Overlook is located

along Lincoln
Boulevard between
Cowles Street and

Crissy Field Avenue.

Photo by 
Christina Wallace

Photo by Maggie Perry

f F E A T U R E H I S T O R Y  N O T E S

03842 Book.ps - 8/21/2008 13:39 PM



2 9

A PILLAR OF HISTORY
Historic Arguello Gate Gets a Facelift

to do with this big missing piece,”
says Wallace. “It didn’t really make
sense to do a restoration of the gate
without the capstone.” 

After determining the capstone
was indeed repairable, Ms. Wallace
received permission in March to
return it to the Presidio. Restoration
work began two months later.

The gate’s care has been in the
highly skilled hands of master carver
Oleg Lobykin, founder of
Stonesculpt. He and his team have
been bringing the gate back to life
through a combination of brute
force and painstaking sculpting.

To repair the giant cracks in the
pillars, they wrapped them with
nylon straps, then literally pulled
them together. Working from
photographs and using mortar and
basic sculpting tools, they set about
recreating the intricate designs.
They were able to use the Presidio’s
Lombard Gate, which has the same
designs, as a reference.

Lobykin compared his work to that
of a dentist filling a cavity. “We
remove the cavity, and replace it
with filler. You’re looking for color;
you’re looking for texture. You’re
trying to make it as invisible as
possible. That’s what we’re doing
but, instead of teeth, it’s stone.” 

“We very much respect the labor
that went into creating the gate,
said Lobykin. “It’s a monument. It’s
an artifact. It’s a piece of history. So
we try to preserve it as much as we
can. It’s been a really remarkable
transformation.”

Christina Wallace admits her heart
skipped a beat when she first saw
the email. Architectural Conservator
for the Presidio Trust, Ms. Wallace
had spent 12 months overseeing the
$100,000 restoration of the
Presidio’s historic Arguello Gate.
The centerpiece of the project was
repairing and replacing the capstone
atop the gate’s southwest pier.
Now a concerned and observant
neighbor, fortified with computer
diagrams and photos, was
suggesting that the newly restored
capstone had been put on
backwards.

“Fortunately, I have done enough of
these projects to have checked and
double checked everything I could
think of before we started,” Wallace
said. “I was actually pleased that
someone took the time and was
interested enough to send us the
detailed message. I’m also glad we
did our homework.”

More than a century of San
Francisco weather and other wear
and tear had taken its toll on the
Arguello Gate since it was erected
in 1896, and the gate had been
showing its age for some time.
Some of its columns had cracks so
large you could see through to the
other side. In 1996, the gate’s
capstone was knocked off when a
truck crashed into the wall. Since
that time the damaged capstone
had been hidden away in a National
Park Service storage facility in the
Marin Headlands.

“We always hesitated to start the
gate restoration until we knew what 

‘‘It’s a monument. It’s
an artifact. It’s a
piece of history. So
we try to preserve it
as much as we can.
f     

‘‘

A LOVERS’ LINE
Self-Guided Walk through Time            
on Lovers’ Lane
Lovers’ Lane is the Presidio’s oldest foot trail. For more than two centuries people have made their way
to and from the Presidio and San Francisco along the scenic, romantic path. This fall, a new interactive
audio experience, A Lovers’ Line, will offer a series of perspectives on the trail. Created by Jeannene
Przyblyski, the audio will be accessible via a visitor’s cell phone.

Przyblyski is a professor at the San Francisco Art Institute and executive director of the San Francisco
Bureau of Urban Secrets, a visual arts and urbanism think tank that promotes art in city life. Last year
she created a similar art experience at Lands End that used the Coastal Trail as a backdrop to explore
ever-changing history, geology, and ecology along San Francisco’s western edge.

"A Lovers’ Line gives you the pieces of several stories about the Presidio and asks you to put them
together in your own mind as you walk the lane,” said Przyblyski. “Think of it as a way of meditating on
history."

The stories overlap and intermingle with a cast of characters including the missionary, the soldier, the
military wife, the translator, the dreamer, the hawk and the dove, the wayward trees, and the springs of
the Tennessee Hollow watershed.

“Working in the national parks around San Francisco is a great pleasure and a great challenge,” said
Przyblyski. “My work isn’t about giving people one story about how these places came to be, but
rather asking them to make connections between the many stories still living in the landscape and the
present day.”

A Lovers’ Line
Self-Guided Walk through Time

September 6 to October 31

Download A Lovers’ Line 
map at www.ybca.org, or   
pick one up at the Visitor  
Center in the Presidio 
Officers’ Club.                     
(Map is optional) 

Begin your journey at the    
interpretive sign at top of   
Lovers’ Lane near West   
Pacific Avenue or at the 
bottom at the brick foot 
bridge near MacArthur 
Avenue.

Note the A Lovers’ Line sign  
and dial 415/ 294-3628 x487  
on your cell phone.

1.

2.

3.

A Lovers’ Line was commissioned by Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in conjunction with
Bay Area Now 5/Ground Scores. It is a production of the San Francisco Bureau of Urban Secrets.

Call (415) 561-5418 with questions.
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