
MAPPING THE MISSIONS with GOOGLE MAPS 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
Google Maps provide a fun and interactive way for your students to collaboratively publish a class map of the 
California Missions. Students can create place markers for each mission with descriptive text and images. By 
using the Google photo program Picasa Web, students can upload their own drawings or photos of their mission 
models. The class map can serve as a showcase of student work and can be easily shared with other students, 
friends, parents, siblings, and educators! 

  
 
MATERIALS 
 
 Computer with internet access 
 Google account  
 Digital camera and/or scanner 

 
 
PREPARATION 
 
 Obtain a Google account for your class (for example: schoolname.class204@gmail.com). 

Go to https://www.google.com/accounts/ManageAccount and click “create an account now.” 
 Watch a video tutorial and/or read a short user guide about how to create a customized Google Map.  

Go to http://maps.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?answer=68480  
 Sign-in to Google Maps and create a class map. Explore how to navigate, zoom, and create place markers. 

Give it a title (for example: School Name Class 204 CA Mission Map) and write a short description. 
You may choose to mark the map “public” or “unlisted.” 

 Explore Picasa Web at http://www.picasaweb.google.com 
Try uploading your students’ photos/drawings to an album.  

 
 
 
 



PROCEDURE 
 
 Before creating a class map, have students write short descriptions for each of the 21 missions. You may also 

choose to have students draw each mission or take a photograph of their mission model. Scan or download 
these drawings or photos to a computer and upload them to a Picasa Web Album. 

 
 Introduce Google Maps to the class. Show students how to:  

o Sign in and open the class map  
o Navigate the 3 different views (map, satellite, terrain) 
o Zoom in and out 
o Select “Edit” to add a place marker  
o Create a place marker and title it 
o Add text to a place marker 
o Save their work! 

 
 Introduce Picasa Web to the class. Show students how to:  

o Sign in and open an album 
o Select a photo 
o Click “Link to this album” and highlight the text inside the “Embed image” box 

 
 Show students how to add an image into a place marker in Google Maps: 

o Copy the highlighted “Embed image” text from the photo in the Picassa Web Album 
o Go to Google Maps and open the map you want to edit 
o Click the place marker that you want to add the photo 
o Above the description box inside the place marker, click “Edit HTML” 
o Paste the copied Picasa “Embed image” text into the place marker’s “Edit HTML” box 
o Click “ok” “saved” and “done” 
 

 
HELPFUL TIPS & IDEAS  
 
 Want to see a class map created by students at Lakeshore Elementary?  

o Visit the Presidio Archaeology Lab’s Blog at: http://www.presidioarchaeology.wordpress.com 
 

 Remember that you need to select different modes when inserting text and images into a place marker. 
o If you want to add TEXT to a place marker, click the “Plain Text” button above the description 

box. This allows you to easily type inside the blank description box. 
o If you want to add an IMAGE to place marker, click the “Edit HTML” button about the 

description box. This allows you to paste the HTML link from your Picasa Web Album. 
o Always be sure to have the correct mode selected when editing a place marker. 

 
 You can add place markers in exact locations using real addresses. 

o First Google the address of a mission. Then type that exact address into the box to the right of 
the Google logo and click “Search Maps.” 

o A red marker will appear at the exact location. Take one of your own place markers and put it 
on top of the red marker that was placed for you. 
 

 You can change the place marker from a blue bubble to a fun graphic. 
o When the edit box for a place marker is open, click on the picture of the place marker. Select 

the icon you prefer by clicking on that image. It will automatically change your place marker. 
 

 Share your class created Google Map! 
o When your class completes all 21 place markers for the 21 California Missions, click the 

“Send” link above the map. Type the email addresses of anyone with whom you would like to 
share your map. Also, please send a link to the Presidio Archaeology Lab at 
kahern@presidiotrust.gov  We might just link to your class map on our Blog! 
 

 


